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By SHYAMAL LEONARD
Special to India-West

C
ERRITOS, Calif. — 
The Susen Daniel 
Memorial Cancer 
Relief Fund’s char-
ity fundraiser was 

on track for its 30th straight year 
and raised an estimated $100,000, 
above their intended goal, for 
impoverished cancer patients 
based in Kerala, India, here at the 
Sheraton Cerritos Hotel Oct. 17.

The annual gala mixed enter-
tainment, including comedy by 
Ohio-based Indian American 
humorist Rajiv Satyal, with its 
serious message to not only ren-
der financial assistance, but to 
also increase the yearly number 
of recipients from 200 to 300, as 
Mathew Daniel, chairman and 
founder, welcomed guests and 
described the Woodland Hills-
based non-profit as a trustworthy 
“neighborhood” charity.

With little to no overhead, 
Daniel told India-West, SDM and 
its core of volunteers and 15 long-
standing board members, have as-
sisted about 3,000 cancer-stricken 
families to date by providing 
check disbursements for food 
and daily needs, which currently 
amounts to approximately $150, 
or roughly Rs.10,000, per person.

Seen at the Susen Daniel Memorial Cancer Relief Fund’s charity fundraiser Oct. 17 are (bottom row, l-r): Dr. Sajini 

George, Ivy Thomas, Matthew Daniel, Priya Philipose, Dr. Ravi Raghavan; (top row, l-r): Sunil Warrier, Sunil Daniel, 

C.A. Philipose, Joseph Ouso, Abraham Mathew, Vinod Bahuleyan, Jaychandran Nair, Ravi Vellatheri, and Jai Johnson. 

(Danny George/SDGeorge photo)

SDM Raises $100K for Impoverished 
Cancer Patients in India Hospital beds and related ex-

penses are also sponsored fully 
or partially at the cancer hospitals 
when patients cannot afford hospi-
tal stays, explained Daniel. The cost 
of sponsoring a bed is $750 a year.

SDM’s mission, as recalled by 
Daniel, was instituted in 1985, 
soon after his wife Susen suc-
cumbed to ovarian cancer. The 
realization of the low chances of 
surviving cancer, coupled with the 
lack of affordable medical care for 
the indigent, not only prompted 
Daniel to action, but gained mo-
mentum when he lost his daughter 
Sudha to breast cancer in 2002.

Master of ceremonies Reggie 
Pottukulam kicked off the event 
and introduced speakers and 
board members Ivy Thomas, 
Dr. Sajini George, and Abraham 
Mathew who urged support, 
echoed SDM’s contributions, and 
honored board members and do-
nors such as Jay Zaveri, a longtime 
supporter of the organization.

Cancer spares no one, said 
Thomas, as she outlined SDM’s 
historical progress to support 
the poor in India, but “what does 
poor mean?” she asked the nearly 
500 guests, going on to equate the 
daily cost of stay at one of SDM’s 
sponsored hospitals to the cost of 
a latte here in the United States, 

[Cont. on  page B4]

By REENA RATHORE
Special to India-West

F
REMONT, Calif. — 
Bollywood actress 
Preity Zinta inaugu-
rated PNG Jewelers’ 
new store on Mowry 

Avenue in this East Bay city 
amidst much cheering and fan-
fare replete with elaborate “dhol 
tasha” performances Oct.16.

Swarms of star-struck fans 
gathered outside the store to 
catch a glimpse of the dimpled 
beauty, chanting her name and 
jostling each other for a selfie 
with the star.

Bollywood actress Preity Zinta (right) and Saurabh Gadgil, chairman and managing director of PNG Jewelers, inau-

gurating the new PNG store in Fremont, Calif., Oct.15. (Photos courtesy of PNG Jewelers)

Preity Zinta 
Inaugurates 

PNG Jewelers’ 
Fremont Store

After the ribbon cutting cer-
emony by Zinta and Saurabh 
Gadgil, chairman and managing 
director of PNG Jewelers, the 
actress toured the showroom, fol-
lowing which the new venue was 
opened to the customers.

PNG Jewelers, established in 
1832, is one of the fastest grow-
ing jewelry houses of India. The 
brand, which opened nine stores 
in nine months in India this year, 
has 17 stores across the country 
and is also present in Dubai.

“It’s amazing the variety they 
(PNG) have,” Zinta, looking re-
splendent in an all black skirt and 

Monetary payouts are chan-
neled via select hospitals in India 
such as the Regional Cancer Cen-
ter, Trivandrum, where SDM’s first 
patient was assisted through its 

initial modest endowment fund.
The Amala Cancer Hospital, 

Thrissur; Calicut Medical College, 
Kozhikode; and Caritas Medical 
College, Kottayam, also joined SDM 

in its philanthropic efforts and con-
tribute to the yearly list of “poorest 
of the poor patients” sent to SDM 
for further review and payee selec-
tion, according to Daniel.

[Cont. on  page B2]
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which many patients in India are 
too poor to afford.

Thomas also touched an emotion-
al chord by relaying the expressions 
of gratitude from cancer sufferers 
who occupy the sponsored “free 
beds” at the hospitals. Most, noted 
Thomas, are bewildered that there 
are people half way across the world 
who cared and were willing to assist 
in their most “vulnerable” time.

Mathew, current president of 
SDM, instilled a sobering realism 
in his speech as he acknowledged 
its pains and growth. The swell of 
its endowment fund to $350,000 
was called “remarkable” for a 
small organization.

SDM Raises $100K for Impoverished Cancer Patients in India

Mathew Daniel, SDM founder, told India-West that with little to no overhead, 
SDM has assisted about 3,000 cancer-stricken families to date. (George/SD-
George photos)

Comedian Rajiv Satyal was part of the entertainment 
program.

Ravi Vellatheri with a raffle winner.

Abraham Mathew, SDM president, 
noted that the swell of the organiza-
tion’s endowment fund to $350,000 
was “remarkable” for a small orga-
nization. (George/SDGeorge photos)

[Cont. from page B1]

the Sutter Health awardees.

The nonprofit, founded in 2009, 

produces ColdTrace, a remote, 

cellphone-based temperature 

monitoring system for vaccine re-

frigerators to protect the integrity 

of the inoculants.

Ramanathan, a graduate of 

UCLA, in addition to her duties at 

NexLeaf, is an assistant research 

professor at her alma mater and 

a co-principal investigator for 

Two Indian American-led Companies to be 
Honored at Tech Awards

Priya Philipose, Dr. Ravi Raghavan, 
Ravi Vellatheri, Sunil Warrier and 
Binoy Yohannan during the event.

SDM secretary Jai Johnson 
closed the evening’s speeches 

Nithya Ramanathan’s NexLeaf Ana-
lytics was named one of the two Sut-
ter Health honorees by the Tech Mu-
seum of Innovation’s Tech Awards. 
The company will be honored at 
a Nov. 12 gala in San Jose, Calif. 
(NexLeaf.org photo)

Rahul Panicker, co-founder of Em-
brace, will be honored Nov. 12 at the 
15th Annual Tech Awards gala in San 
Jose, Calif. His company was named 
the Laureate Impact Award winner. 
(embraceinnovations.com photo)

Project Surya. She began devel-

oping mobile phone sensing ap-

plications after joining UCLA as 

a research faculty member.

Embrace, founded in 2008 by 

a group of Stanford University 

graduate students including Indi-

an Americans Rahul Panicker and 

Naganand Murty, was named the 

Laureate Impact Award winner.

The Impact Award winner is a 

previous Tech Awards honoree 

who has demonstrated significant 

progress toward solving a global 

problem since winning the prize. 

Embrace was a Nokia Health 

Award winner in 2012.

The Oakland, Calif.-based 

company makes a low-cost in-

fant warmer used by more than 

150,000 premature babies world-

wide and is the second winner of 

the Laureate Impact Award.

Currently operating in 11 coun-

tries including India, Embrace’s 

infant warmer doesn’t require 

electricity and is portable, reus-

able and affordable.

The warmer also increases 

bonding between mother and 

child because of its slim design. 

It is primarily used in remote vil-

lages without access to hospitals. 

It recently merged with the inter-

national development nonprofit 

Thrive Networks; which will allow 

it to strengthen current program 

efforts.

The 11 innovative companies 

will be honored at the Tech 

Awards gala Nov. 12 at the San 

Jose Convention Center in San 

Jose, Calif.

with the statistic from the National 
Cancer Institute that “every 13th 
new cancer patient is an Indian.”

Aside from raffled prizes, en-
tertainment was also provided by 

artists Joya Kazi Unlimited, Maya 
and Biju, DJ Greg Tria and Valley 
Malayali Arts and Sports Club. 
For more information please visit 
sdmcancerfund.org.

But hope is mingled with hur-
dles, said Mathew, who stated 
that although checks are written 
directly to patients, not the hos-
pitals, “most patients don’t have 
bank accounts” and a “majority 
of them pass away before funds 
can be received.” The benefit, 

though, in such cases passes on 
to the surviving family members.

Along with Mathew, Thomas 
and George, Daniel also honored 
board members Jai Johnson, Sunil 
Daniel, Vinodh Bahuleyan, Jay 
Nair, Joseph Ouso, C.A. Philipose, 

By a Staff Reporter

Indian American-led companies 

NexLeaf Analytics and Embrace 

are among 11 companies sched-

uled to be honored at the Tech 

Museum of Innovation’s upcom-

ing 15th annual Tech Awards.

Ten companies will be honored 

in five separate categories – two 

per category – and an 11th com-

pany will be honored with the 

Laureate Impact Award.

The Tech Awards honors indi-

viduals, non-profit organizations 

and for-profit companies who are 

using technology to significantly 

improve human conditions. The 

technology used can be either a 

new invention or an innovative 

use of an existing technology, ac-

cording to the TMoI.

The five categories include 

the Intel Environment, Microsoft 

Education, Katherine M. Swanson 

Young Innovator, Sobrato Orga-

nization Economic Development 

and Sutter Health awards.

NexLeaf Analytics, led by co-

founder and president Nithya 

Ramanathan, was named one of 


